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Abstract

Background and Aim: Radiography in dentistry plays an essential role in the diagnosis and
evaluation of diseases. However, radiological examinations expose the patient to the adverse
effects of ionizing radiation which is more severe in developing children. This can cause
excessive and inappropriate fear and anxiety in parents and even lead to disruption of the
treatment process. Therefore, having enough knowledge about this issue prevents such problems
and is followed by cooperation of parents. The aim of this study was to evaluate the knowledge

of parents about dental radiographs of children referred to dentistry.

Parental awareness of women towards men, age range more than 40 years compared to younger
parents, parents with more than two children than less than two children, parents referring to the
private clinics compared to parents referring to the public clinics, parents with a history of

radiography for their children compared to parents with no such history, showed no statistically

significant difference.

Materials and Methods: The present study is a cross-sectional analytical study that was performed
on parents of children referred to dental clinics. The required information includes demographic
information (age, sex and education of parents, number of children, age of eldest child ...) and
questions related to the level of parental awareness. In scoring the answers given to the

questionnaires, a score of 1 is given for the correct answers, a score of 1- is given for the incorrect



answers, and a score of zero is considered for the answer "I do not know". The score range is from
-20 to 20.

Results: A total of 101 parents of children referred to Ilam dental clinics including 69 females
(68.3%) and 32 males (31.7%) with a mean age of 34.77 5. 5.31 years in the age range of 24-51
years participated in this study. . 72.3% of parents were in the age range of 40-30 years and 56.4%
of them had a bachelor's degree or higher. The mean score of parental awareness was 1.97. 4.73

out of 9 points.

Conclusion: The level of parental awareness in terms of education showed a significant difference,
but the other variables had little effect on parental awareness. It is better for dentists to consider
the level of education of the parents and to give the necessary explanations about the treatment
according to the education of the parents. Therefore, planning in the direction of public education
in order to raise awareness and improve public attitudes about the need for radiographs for dental
treatment and also reduce the extreme fear of ionizing radiation risks, is necessary for people in

the community.

Keywords: Awareness, Parents, Radiography, Children, Ilam



